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by reading one daily, he spread it over three days. On the
first he received and entertained in his hostel all the poor of
the whole city whom he had called together for this purpose;
next day he entertained all the doctors of the different faculties,
and their pupils of greatest fame and renown; and on the third
day the rest of the scholars with the knights, the citizens, and
others of the borough. This was indeed a sumptuous and
noble undertaking, whereby he renewed in some fashion the
glorious ancient times of the poets; nor can either the present
age nor any past age in England show such a day.
(p. 80.) Archbishop Baldwin of Canterbury asked Gerald
whether he had taken from any of our hagiographers or ex-
positors those truths concerning the allegorical exposition of
the natures of birds which he had given in the first book of his
Topographic When therefore Gerald had answered that all
was his own, the Archbishop replied that these were written in
the same spirit wherein the great Fathers wrote, and added this
also, that Gerald should not permit the grace of this excellent
style which God had given him to lie idle, but should always
use it and continually write, that his time might not be lost in
idleness, but that by continual study and praiseworthy labour he
should extend the memory of his name to future ages and thus
earn perpetual grace and favour, not only from future genera-
tions, but from all save the envious of out own age. For he said
and repeated that Gerald should prize God's gift of so gracious
a style far more than earthly riches that must soon perish, or
worldly dignities that must swiftly pass away. " And," said
he, " thou shouldst indeed be grateful, since thy works can
neither pass away nor perish, but the more ancient they shall
become in process of time, the dearer and more precious they
will be to all men for all eternity,"
(From Gerald's Letters, p, 417.) Therefore let those know
who envy me, that I have hitherto led no idle nor easy life,
nor with God's grace will I ever lead such a life while strength
remains to me. Wherefore let the envious call me at tfecai:
pleasure a foolish and mad old man; l<st them gnaw and read
and cease not to bark at me; for I, according to the wamtogs
and salutary precepts of the holy man whom I have often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